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Dear Friends: 


The beauty and diversity of land in Massachusetts is to a large extent 
responsible for the popularity of the Commonwealth as a place to live. 
Sparkling rivers, majestic ocean views, rolling fields of corn or hay and 
granite cobbles and outcroppings provide a diverse backdrop through which 
Massachusetts citizens and visitors can experience the quality of our 
environment. This quality is based on the natural resources of the 
Commonwealth. The Open Space programs of all of the agencies combine to 
fulfill two main objectives: to preserve those critical resources that 
are essential and irreplaceable, and to enhance the accessibility and 
diversity of recreational opportunities available to the citizens of the 
Commonwealth and to the many people who visit Massachusetts throughout the 
year. 


Each of the five Departments and severai of the separate programs 
that operate under the auspices of the Executive Office of Environmental 
Affairs have an interest in preserving open space. Their interests vary 
according to their mandate. Some offer programs of assistance to 
communities while others have programs that allow the Commonwealth to 
acquire land for statewide benefit. All of these fit into a greater 
purpose both within the departments themselves and the Executive Office of 
Environmental Affairs. 


I hope that this booklet will give you a better understanding of how 
our open space programs work, and how they fit into the broader purpose ot 
conserving and protecting our resources and providing greater access to 
recreational opportunities. 


Sincerely, 


may 
meas j 


Secretary 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
EXISTING OPEN SPACE PROGRAMS 


Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, James S. Hoyte, Secretary 


Programs within the Secretary's Office: 


Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management Division of Conservation Services 


Richard Delaney, Director Joel Lermer, Director 


Department of Environmental Management Department of Environmental Quality 


James Gutensohn, Commissioner Engineering 


Russell Sylva, Commissioner 


Department of Fisheries, Wildlife 


and Environmental Law Enforcement Department of Food and Agriculture 
Walter Bickford, Commissioner August Schumacher, Commissioner 


Metropolitan District Commission 


William Geary, Commissioner 


For more information about Open Space Programs, please contact: 
Alexandra D. Bell, Land Use Coordinator 

Executive Office of Environmental Affairs 

100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02202 

(617) 727-9800 


+ 


So that it will be easy to use, this booklet groups EOEA's open space progra 
s two different ways: by whether they are oriented toward state or community 


acquisition and by the category of lands they are designed to acquire. The 


first listing is entitled Programs that allow the Commonwealth to Acquire Open 
Space and Programs that Assist Communities, and the second is State 
Acquisition Programs Listed by Category. Under each listing we have included 


the authorizing legislation* and a short description of the program. The 
community assistance programs are further divided into three categories: 
conservation, recreation, and cultural, historic and public access. Under 
State Acquisitions listed by category, our programs are divided into three 
groups: rivers and waterways, coastal programs, and trails and linkages. Some 
programs may fall into several groups, and are therefore listed more than 


once. 


*The legislation listed for the programs in this booklet usually is the 
legislation that originally authorized the program with the original bond 
funds that supported it. Subsequent to the original authorization, Shere ee 
have been funding under a different bond bill. Many of the programs have 
therefore received funding under additional bond vehicles. Legislative 
language describes how a program operates, and this may also change with 


additional bond authorization. 
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PROGRAMS THAT ALLOW THE COMMONWEALTH TO ACQUIRE OPEN SPACE 


DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 


Acquisition of Land to Protect and Enhance State Parks 
M.G.L. Chap. 723, Sec. 9M 


This program provides for acquisition of land statewide as state parks and 
recreation areas. It places particular emphasis on land acquisition in 
Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket Counties, This program, along with all other 
acquisition programs, has been included in an overall land acquisition policy 


and strategy that DEM has developed. 


Acquisition of Land within or Adjacent to State Parks 
M.G.L. Chap. 723 Sec. 9N 


This program provides for the acquisition of lands which will fill out the 
state park holdings by acquiring bordering and internal pieces of land that are 
not now owned by the state; it also provides for the acquisition of such 
parcels associated with protected lands not owned by the state which are 


permanently open to the public. 


Acquisition and Development of Statewide Trails 
M.G.L. Chap. 723, Sec. 90 


This program provides for the acquisition and development of trails of 
Statewide importance. Its focus has been the reuse of abandoned railroad 
rights of way and long distance pedestrian trails. Acquisition work has 
proceeded on the Cape Cod Rail Trail, the Five College Bikeway, the Ware River 


Branch, Ayer-Hollis Line, Mid-State Trail and the Metacomet Monadnock Trail. 


Connecticut River 

M.G.L. Chapter 723, Sec. 9B 

This program provides for the acquisition of land fronting on the Connecticut 
River for conservation and recreation purposes. This acquisition money is a 

key to larger comprehensive planning, the Connecticut Valley Action Progran, 


that is seeking to protect the character of the valley. 
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Sudbury River Valley 
M.G.L. Chapter 723, Sec. 9C 


This program provides money for acquisition and other protection measures in 
the Sudbury River Watershed, the Sudbury Valley and the Nobscot areas, 
The municipalities that are included are: Framingham, Sudbury, Marlborough 


and Wayland. 


Acquisition of Land Fronting on the Merrimack River 
M.G.L. Chapter 723, Sec. 9Q 


This program provides for the acquisition of land on the Merrrimack River for 
conservation and recreation purposes. The Department of Environmental 
Management focuses attention on acquisitions which enhance state properties 


and the Heritage State Parks in Lawrence and Lowell. 


Acquisition and Development of Fresh Water Swimming Areas 
M.G.L. Chap. 723, Sec. 9P 


This program provides for the purchase of additional public fresh water 
Swimming areas by the state and for grants to cities and towns for such 
purchase. It also provides for the development and rehabilitation of existing 
and new swimming areas. Swimming of all kinds is the most widely popular 


recreation in Massachusetts. 


Acquisition and Development of Land for Public Access to Coastal Beaches 
M.G.L. Chapter 723, Sec. 4 


This program allows for access to beaches through acquisition of coastal 
lands. At the present time Massachusetts, with 1200 miles of tidal coastline, 
has less than 200 miles of public beaches. Acquisition can take place in any 


one of the 78 coastal communities. 


The Boston Harbor Islands 

M.G.L. Chapter 742, Acts of 1970 

The Boston Harbor Islands State Park was created through the efforts of the 
Department of Environmental Management and the Metropolitan District 
Commission in the 1950's. Action was taken by the Massachusetts Legislature 
in 1970 to establish the Park. The first phase of the park development was to 
turn around the decades of neglect. Now, an updated master plan has been 
developed to guide the next ten years of improvement. Through a combination of 
acquisition, development and joint management, the Park is expected to 


accomodate 600,000 visitations a year. 
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Acquisition of Lands and Development of the Heritage State Parks 
M.G.L. Chapter 723. Sec. 2B 


This program provides for further activity in eight existing Heritage State 
Parks and for the funding of parks in seven additional areas. The Heritage 
State Parks Program, the first of its kind in the nation, celebrates the rich 
and varied history of the Commonwealth's cities. These parks combine green 
spaces and restored historic buidlings with exhibits on the people and events 
that shaped each city's history. By creating quality urban environments, they 


attract private investment and reinforce local revitalization efforts. 


The eight parks currently open or under development are: Fall River, Lynn, 
Lowell, Gardner, Holyoke, North Adams, Lawrence and Springfield. Heritage 
Parks are currently being planned for Blackstone, Dorcester, Roxbury and 


Turners Falls. 


DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES, WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Acquisition of Endangered Species Habitat 
M.G.L. Chapter 723, sec. 9J 


also Non-Game Wildlife Fund —- M.G.L. c.131,s.5A 
This program allows the state to acquire property to protect rare and 
endangered species habitat in Massachusetts. Protection of these parcels is a 


critical factor in species survival. 


Acquisition of Cold Water Streams 
M.G.L. Chapter 723, sec. 9R 


This program provides for the acquisition of cold water streams for 
conservation and recreation purposes. These streams, of which there are 
hundreds in Massachusetts, provide habitat for sport fish and for other 


vertebrate and invertebrate species. 
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Farmington River Acquisition 
M.G.L. Chapter 723, sec. 9I 


This program provides for the acquisition of land along the Farmington River 
for preservation of the wildemess corridor. The Farmington River flows 
through the towns of Otis, Tolland and Sandersfield. This program is jointly 
managed by the Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Law 
Enforcement and the Department of Environmental Management. DEM is attempting 
to acquire lands north of Route 57 in order to create a connecting corridor 
with existing DEM lands. Fisheries and Wildlife is attempting to create a 


corridor South of Route 57 to the Massachusetts/Connecticut state line. 


Acquisition of Land within or adjacent to Wildlife Management Areas 
M.G.L. Chapter 723, sec. 9S 


This program provides for the acquisition of adjacent lands or interior 
holdings to Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Law 
Enforcement properties to protect existing areas, to prevent encroachment on 
wildlife areas from development and to provide additional access to wildlife 


management areas. 


Wildlife Sanctuary Acquisition and Operation 
M.G.L. Chapter 131, sec. 7 


also Non-Game Wildlife Fund — M.G.L. Chapter 131, sec. 5A 

This program provides for the acquisition and operation of sites as wildlife 
Sanctuaries, There are currently 17 sanctuaries in Massachusetts. 
Sanctuaries are specifically for passive recreation and are not managed for 


game species. 


Acquisition of Land Fronting on Rivers and Streams 
M.G.L.Ch.723,sec. 9A 


The rivers acquisition program identifies and protects parcels of land on 
Massachusetts’ rivers, in particular those that are now of increased 
aesthetic, recreational and sporting value. The rivers named in the bill are: 
Charles, Millers, Nashua, Squannacook, Assabet, Housastonic, Shawsheen, 
Merrimack, and Spicket. Any Massachusetts river can be included in this 


progran. 


Public Access Program 
M.G.L. Chapter 723. sec. 9K; M.G.L. C.21 6.17A; and other sources 


This program provides for the acquisition of lake, pond, saltwater and river 
front property for public access to these water bodies primarily for boaters 


and canoeists. The program also acquires land for trails. 
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DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 


Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program 
M.G.L. Chapter 780, Acts of 1977 


This program was developed to offer the necessary protection for farmland in 
Massachusetts. It provides farmland owners the opportunity to realize the 
value of the "development rights" of their property. The Commonwealth 
compensates the landowner for the non-agricultural or development value of his 
property; at the same time a permanent restriction is placed on the land 
prohibiting all non-farm development and allowing only agricultural uses. The 


landowner still owns the land and retains all rights of ownership. 


METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION 


Quabbin/Wachusett District; Ware Watershed 

M.G.L. Chapter 723, Sec. 9E 

This program allows the MDC to continue to enhance the Quabbin wilderness 
area. It assures that the watersheds in these three areas from which water is 
delivered to 40% of the people in eastern Massachusetts are adequately 


protected. 


The communities in which land can be acquired are: Barre, Holden, Oakhan, 
Petersham, Princeton, Rutland, Sterling, New Salem, Hubbardston, Shutesbury, 
Ware, Wendell, and West Boylston. 


Acquisition of Land in the Metropolitan Parks District 
M.G.L. Chapter 723, Sec. 2B 


This program provides for the purchase of additional park land in the 
Metropolitan Park District which includes 37 communities in the metropolitan 
Boston area. Lands which round out MDC holdings along the Boston Harbor 


coastline and to enhance existing reservations are particluarly emphasized. 
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PROGRAMS THAT OFFER COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE 


A. Primarily Conservation Programs 


DIVISION OF CONSERVATION SERVICES 


Self Help Program 
M.G.L. Chapter 132A, Sec.11 


This program provides grants of up to 80% of project cost to municipalities 
for the acquisition of public open space for passive recreation and 
conservation purposes. It allows communities to keep open important areas for 
local outdoor activities, educational purposes and environmental protection, 
including reservoir protection, trails, watershed protection, fresh and salt 


water access and beaches, wetlands, archeological sites and farmland. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 


Bay Circuit Program 
M.G.L. 233 Acts of 1984 


This program provides for acquisition of land in 50 cities and towns lying 
more or less between Routes 128 and 495, as specified in M.G.L. 631 of Acts of 


1956. It also provides for planning grants for those cities and towns. 


The goal of the planning grants and acquisitions is to create a system of 
parks and open spaces that are connected by roads, trails and waterways. DEM 
is working with each community to determine the route of the Bay Circuit so 
that it can meet local as well as regional environmental and recreational 
objectives. Special criteria have been developed to guide land acquisition 


decisions. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ENGINEERING 


Aquifer Land Acquisition Program 
M.G.L. Chapter 723; M.G.L. Chapter 286 


This program provides grants to reimburse municipalities for the acquisition 
of land to protect groundwater resources. The program has two components: the 
Phase I study, to determine the zones of contribution around an aquifer, and 
the acquisition program. The program reimburses for the entire cost of an 


acquisition, with a maximum grant of $500,000 available per project. 
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B. Programs Emphasizing Recreation 


DIVISION OF CONSERVATION SERVICES 


Urban Self Help Program 
M.G.L. Chapter 933, Acts of 1977 as amended 


This program provides grants of up to 90% to cities and urban towns for the 
acquisition and development of active or passive recreation facilities. Any 
city, or a town with a population of 35,000 or more, which has a park or 

recreation commission can participate. Smaller towns may participate in the 


program if they undertake a project of regional or statewide significance. 


Land and Water Conservation Fund 

This federal program is administered nationally by the National Park Service, 
and in Massachusetts by the Division of Conservation Services, provides 
reimbursement grants of up to 50% for the acquisition and development of 


outdoor recreation facilities. 


C. Assistance for Cultural or Historic Facilities 


or Public Access 


MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT 


Coastal Facilities Improvement Program 
M.G.L. Chapter 589, Acts of 1983 


CFIP provides financial assistance through reimbursement grants to 
municipalities for planning, construction, maintenance and improvement of 
public coastal facilities. This program funds a wide variety of projects, for 
example waterfront park construction, recreational and commercial pier 


construction and rehabilitation and historic restoration. 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 


City and Town Commons Program 
M.G.L. Chapter 723, Sec. 9F 


This program provides for grants to cities and towns for the development and 
restoration of city and town commons or centers. The program also provides 


money for the acquisition of land for this purpose. 


This program paves the way for restoration of the cultural and historic 
centers of communities in Massachusetts and for subsequent private sector 


improvement in these areas. All Massachusetts communities are eligible. 


‘Rehabilitation and Restoration of Olmsted Parks 

M.G.L. Chapter 723, Sec. 4 

This program provides for the rehabilitation of parks of regional significance 
which were designed by Frederick Law Olmsted. Olmsted designed approximately 
270 parks of all types in Massachusetts and permanently altered the urban 


landscape in Massachusetts. 


The Parks and Municipalities that were named in the legislation are: 

Boston-Back Bay Fens, Brookline-Franklin Park, Olmsted Park and Jamaica Pond 
Riverway, Brockton-D.W, Field Park, Fall River-Kennedy Park, Lynn-Lynn Woods, 
High Rock Reservation, New Bedford-Buttonwood Park, Springfield-Forest Park, 


and Worcester-Elm Park. 
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STATE ACQUISITION PROGRAMS LISTED BY CATEGORY 


RIVERS AND INLAND WATERWAYS PROGRAMS 


DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES, WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Acquisition of Cold Water Streams 


This program provides for the acquisition of cold water streams for 
conservation and recreation purposes. These streams, of which there are 
hundreds in Massachusetts, provide habitat for sport fish and for other 


vertebrate and invertebrate species. 


Acquisition of Land Fronting on Rivers and Streams 


The rivers acquisition program identifies and protects parcels of land on 
Massachusetts' rivers, in particular those that are now of increased 
aesthetic, recreational and sporting value. The rivers named in the bill are: 
Charles, Millers, Nashua, Squannacook, Assabet, Housastonic, Shawsheen, 


Merrimack, and Spicket. Any Massachusetts river fall under this program. 


Farmington River Acquisition 


This program provides for the acquisition of land along the Farmington River 
for preservation of the wilderness corridor. The Farmington River flows 
through the towns of Otis, Tolland and Sandersfield. This program is jointly 
managed by the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and Environmental Law 
Enforcement and the Department of Environmental Management. DEM is attempting 
to acquire lands north of Route 57 in order to create a connecting corridor 
with existing DEM lands. Fisheries and Wildlife is attempting to create a 


corridor South of Route 57 to the Massachusetts/Connecticut state line. 


Public Access Program 


This program provides for the acquisition of lake, pond, saltwater and river 
front property for public access to these water bodies primarily for boaters 


and canoeists. The program also acquires land for trails. 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 


Connecticut River 

This program provides for the acquisition of land fronting on the Connecticut 
River for conservation and recreation purposes. This acquisition money is a 

key to larger comprehensive planning, the Connecticut Valley Action Program, 


that is seeking to protect the character of the valley. 


Sudbury River Valley 


This program provides money for acquisition and other protection measures in 
the Sudbury River Watershed, the Sudbury Valley and the Nobscot areas. 
The municipalities that are included are: Framingham, Sudbury, Marlborough 


and Wayland. 


Acquisition of Land Fronting on the Merrimack River 


This program provides for the acquisition of land on the Merrrimack River for 
conservation and recreation purposes. The Department of Environmental 
Management focuses attention on acquisitions which enhance state properties 


and the Heritage State Parks in Lawrence and Lowell. 


Acquisition and Development of Fresh Water Swimming Areas 


This program provides for the purchase of additional public fresh water 
Swimming areas by the state and for grants to cities and towns for such 
purchase. It also provides for the development and rehabilitation of existing 
and new swimming areas. Swimming of all kinds is the most widely popular 


recreation in Massachusetts. 


METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION 


Quabbin/Wachusett District; Ware Watershed 

This program allows the MDC to continue to enhance the Quabbin wilderness 
area. It assures that the watersheds in these three areas from which water is 
delivered to 40% of the people in eastern Massachusetts are adequately 


protected. 


The communities in which land can be acquired are: Barre, Holden, Oakhan, 
Petersham, Princeton, Rutland, Sterling, New Salem, Hubbardston, Shutesbury, 


Ware, Wendell, and West Boylston. 
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COASTAL PROGRAMS 


DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES, WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Public Access Program 


This program provides for the acquisition of lake, pond, saltwater and river 
front property for public access to these water bodies. primarily for boaters 


and canoeists. The program also acquires land for trails. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 


Acquisition and Development of Land for Public Access to Coastal Beaches 
This program allows for access to beaches through acquisition of coastal 


lands. At the present time Massachusetts, with 1200 miles of tidal coastline, 
has less than 200 miles of public beaches. Acquisition can take place in any 


one of the 78 coastal communities. 


The Boston Harbor Islands 

The Boston Harbor Islands State Park was created through the efforts of the 
DEM and MDC in the 1950's. Action was taken by the Massachusetts Legislature 
in 1970 to establish the Park. The first phase of the park development was to 
turn around the decades of neglect. Now, an updated master plan has been 
developed to guide the next ten years of improvement. Through a combination of 
acquisition, development and joint management, the Park is expected to 


accomodate 600,000 visitations a year. 


MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT 


Coastal Facilities Improvement Program 


CFIP provides financial assistance through reimbursement grants to 
municipalities for planning, construction, maintenance and improvement of 
public coastal facilities. This program funds a wide variety of projects, for 
example waterfront park construction, recreational and commercial pier 


construction rehabilitation and historic restoration. 
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TRAILS AND OTHER PROGRAMS THAT LINK LANDHOLDINGS 


DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES, WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Acquisition of Land within or adjacent to Wildlife Management Areas 


This program provides for the acquisition of adjacent lands or interior 
holdings to Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Law 
Enforcement properties to protect existing areas, to prevent encroachment on 
wildlife areas from development and to provide additional access to wildlife 


management areas. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 


Acquisition of Land to Protect and Enhance State Parks 


This program provides for acquisition of land statewide as state parks and 
recreation areas. It places particular emphasis on land acquisition in 
Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket Counties, This program, along with all other 
acquisition programs, has been included in an overall land acquisition policy 


and strategy that DEM has developed. 


Acquisition of Land within or Adjacent to State Parks 


This program provides for the acquisition of lands which will fill out the 
state park holdings by acquiring bordering and internal pieces of land that 
are not now owned by the state; it also provides for the acquisition of such 
parcels on protected lands not owned by the state which are permanently open 


to the public. 


Acquisition and Development of Statewide Trails 


This program provides for the acquisition and development of trails of 
statewide importance. Its focus has been the reuse of abandoned railroad 
Tights of way and long distance pedestrian trails. Acquisition work has 
proceeded on the Cape Cod Rail Trail, the Five College Bikeway, the Ware River 


Branch, Ayer-Hollis Line, Mid-State Trail and the Metacomet Monadnock Trail. 


METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION 


Acquisition of Land in the Metropolitan Parks District 


This program provides for the purchase of additional park land in the 
Metropolitan Park District which includes 37 communities in the metropolitan 
Boston area. Land which round out MDC hodlings along the Boston Harbor 


coastline and to enhance existing reservations are particluarly emphasized. 
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COMPONENTS OF THE PROPOSED OPEN SPACE ACQUISITION PROGRAM C1 ADT ) 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ENGINEERING 
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METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION 
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